HOW TAS‘MANIA'S EGG INDSUTRY.WAS|HATCHED

Tasmania has the cleanest air and
the cleanest water in the world. It's
mostly thanks to its geographic lo-
cation close to the Antarctic.
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“When Coles and Woolworths started to purchase eggs from
the mainland it put Tasmania’s egg industry under pressure”

There was a local farmer group, the Tasma-
nian Commercial Egg Producers Associa-
tion (TCEPA).

While the board existed (and pretty much
ran it), it was quite active, but once the
board wound up, there was little interest in
continuing. The manager of the EMB acted
as TCEPA's executive officer and treasurer.

Pure Foods bought the premises and pulp-
ing/pasteurising equipment and purchased
cracked eggs from other producers. We did
this for around five years, but it was not a
viable operation, and we ultimately sold the
premises and equipment to a cheese
maker.

Not longer after, Coles and Woolworths
started to purchase eggs from mainland
farmers, putting the local industry under
some pressure. Pure Foods purchased
several producers between 1998 and 2005
which assisted the industry to consolidate
and maintain viability.

The Department of Primary Industries Food
Safety Branch then assumed a watchdog

role and introduced the requirement for all
producers to be accredited and undertook
annual audits of framers (or accepted Egg
Corp Assured).

In 2011, The Egg Food Safety Program com-
menced and in 2012 the State Government
introduced a cap restricting the number of
birds in a cage.

In around 2012, the Labour/Greens govern-
ment wanted to ban cages, but ultimately
agreed to a reduction in current cages and
a ban on new cages. At this stage there are
only 2 cage farmers.

Pure Foods agreed to physically scrap cag-

es in return for a grant to construct new free
range facilities.
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