
When it comes to agriculture, Australia 
prides itself on producing clean, healthy 
foods. The egg industry is no exception.

That’s why biosecurity plays a crucial part in 
commercial egg farming - to reduce the risk 
of poultry and egg-borne disease entering the 
food production chain. 

Most commercial egg farms implement their 
own strict key biosecurity measures in almost 
every aspect of their farming operation. This in-
cludes in the laying sheds and packaging and 
storage facilities where eggs are graded for 
sale.

Keeping out unwanted pathogens is an import-
ant step in maintaining a healthy laying flock. 
That’s why if you visit an egg farm, you may 
have to go through a shower or disinfection pro-
cess to rid your body, boots and clothing of un-
wanted pathogens.

The Australian commercial egg industry has a 
Biosecurity Manual which outlines appropriate 
practices to maintain on an egg farm, including 
the packaging and movement of eggs to safe-
guard against diseases such as Salmonella En-
teritidis (SE). 

Egg Farmers of Australia also work collabora-
tively with many government and industry or-
ganisations that aim to both reduce biosecurity 
risks or supervise disease outbreaks if they oc-
cur in Australian agriculture.

These groups include:

The Poultry Industry Biosecurity Committee 
(PIBC)

Egg Farmers of Australia is a member of PIBC. 
This committee meets quarterly to discuss bios-
ecurity issues where there are synergies across 
all poultry industries – including the chicken 
meat and duck sectors.  PIBC is made up of 
signatories to Australia’s Emergency Animal 
Disease Response Agreement (EADRA).

Emergency Animal Disease Response 
Agreement (EADRA)

EADRA is a unique contractual arrangement 
between all governments and some industry 
groups in Australia to collectively reduce the risk 
of disease incursions and manage a response 
if an outbreak occurs. Egg Farmers of Australia 
participates in regular EADRA meetings.
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One of the key aspects to EADRA is that all 
governments and industry bodies associated 
with it, agree to share the costs of a response 
to an emergency disease outbreak (relevant to 
their industry). 

EADRA is managed by Animal Health Australia 
(AHA).
 
Its main benefit to Australia’s livestock and food 
sector, is the ability to respond quickly and ef-
fectively to an outbreak, while minimising un-
certainty over management and funding ar-
rangements.

In 2023, Animal Health Australia is undertak-
ing a review into EADRA. The review seeks to 
identify any issues, necessary changes, or new 
concepts that would further enhance EADRA’s 
industry deed, during emergency disease re-
sponse incidence.

Egg Farmers of Australia has put in a sub-
mission as part of the review process and will 
continue to engage with Animal Health Austra-
lia about the review’s future findings and other 
recommendations. 

The Australian Veterinary Emergency Plan 
(AUSVETPLAN)

Animal Health Australia (AHA) manages the de-
velopment and review of the Australian Veteri-
nary Emergency Plan (AUSVETPLAN). 

The plan contains the nationally-agreed ap-
proach for the response to emergency animal 
disease incidents in Australia – including veter-
inary advice for animal food production indus-
tries such an meat and eggs. 

Egg Farmers of Australia maintains a solid rela-
tionship with Animal Health Australia and mon-
itors the content of AUSVETPLAN documents 
related to egg production.

References: PIBC, AHA, EADRA, AUSTVET PLAN
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