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EGG FARMERS WORK TO HEN WELFARE CODES

Australia’s commercial egg producers, like oth-
er farmers caring for livestock, abide by a strict
series of codes and guidelines when it comes
to the health and welfare of their laying eggs.

One such document is The Australian Animal Wel-
fare Standards and Guidelines - known as ‘S&G’.

These standards govern the way hens are housed
and cared for on egg and poultry farms.

In 2023, a new Australian Animal Welfare Stan-
dards and Guidelines for Poultry was endorsed by
the federal and all state agriculture ministers.

The new standards followed an 11 year review
period, during which Egg Farmers of Australia had
lobbied for the nation’s cage, free range and barn
laid egg systems.

The federal and all state agriculure ministers
agreed to adopt the S&G as it was proposed by the
government appointed review panel. This includ-
ed the phasing out of conventional cage eggs by
2036. However, it was left to each state
government to nominate a phase-out time frame
for conventional cages in their own state.

While egg farmers were relieved the decade-long
process had concluded at a national level, some
were critical that such a decision continued to
leave the future of conventional cage farms in
limbo.

At the time, then Egg Farmers of Australia Chair
Bede Burke said farmers in states like NSW had

wanted extra time to allow them to adjust financial-
ly to the phase-out of conventional caged farming
methods.

“We wanted until 2046. That’s because it can take
30 years to pay-off bank debt on existing conven-
tional cage infrastructure. It’s likely the states will
phase them out 10 years earlier than the industry
had requested and that would financially impact
some family egg farms,” Mr Burke warned.

As a result, conventional cage egg farmers in some
states have called for government compensation to
help them either exit the industry or set up alternate
egg farming systems on their land.

In 2023, cages made up 50% of the nation’s total
egg production.

This figure included supermarkets and stores as
well as the boxed egg market (which sells bulk
eggs to food manufacturers, bakeries, cruise liners
and hotel and hospitlaity sectors).
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Commercial Egg Producer’s Association of W.A
(CEPA) Kate Mason 0427 845 005
Commercial Egg Farmers Association of S.A & Tas
(CEFASAT) Darren Letton 0415 205 458
Queensland United Egg Producers
(QUEP) Andy Crocker 0499 591 375
Victorian Farmers Federation Egg Group
(VFF) Brian Ahmed 0412 558 152
NSW Farmers Federation Egg Committee
(NFF) Brett Langfield 0418 477 260
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